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D˙⁵ Knight was a Ma of a moſt unble- 
LL miſb iſhed Character, of a kind, humane, 


and affable Diſp iſpofition ; and very "bel ful to 


. #he Poor He conflantly attended his Priefl | 


Office, never neglected preaching at his own 
5 7 Church every Sunday Morning, unleſs 


he was £79 evented by Sickneſs, or preach'd a 
* 


Charity Sermon elſewhere. He was not 


the 5:2. Ras of thoſe whoſe whole Aim 
is making Gain of the Goſpel, and leave to 


Hirelings the Souls of Flocks committed to 
their Care. He wasfin a moſt Chriſtian Man- 
ner truly ſenſible of his great Office ; and 
8herefore both by his Life as well as Doctrine, 
demonſtrated the great Happineſs attending a 
virtuous and good Life. He was very willing 
to relieve the Minds of his Pariſhioners from 


any Doubts or Difficulties about Religion ; in 
| which 


43 

which bis Chriſtian Temper and happy Adldrefi © 
made him very fa . He 9 happy Aire | 
Feafts, not thinking it ſuitable to the Gravity 
and Office of a Clergyman to mix in Company 
where Follity and Mirth is the only Defign of 
their Meeting; for he was thoroughly ſenfible 
that the Glory of God did not conſiſi in being 
a Religious Epicure ; he practiſd the Duty 
of Reclaiming, and not Rioting with hit 
Flock. ES 


"4. 


Hie was belov'd by his Pariſhioners in genes 
ral; for he was a true Miniſter of Chriſt and 
Chriſtian Charity, and not a Promoter of Feuds _ 
and Animoſities ; and though a zealous Defen- 
der of the true Orthodox Faith, of the Church | 
of England, yet had Charity towards People 1 
of different Per ſudſont; he did not thunder A 
out his Anathema's againſt them, but by his 
great Knowledge in Church Hiſtory, and the 
Sacred Scriptures, ckar'd the Excellencies of 
the eftabliſh'd Church from the Cxovups 
which" huve endeavour d to obſcure it. He 
tas a Man of ſuch Leaaring, Virtue, and 
Integrity, that he has left few Equals behind 
him. Were the Chriſtian Churches through- 
out this Kingdom adorn d with ſuch Preachers, 
Religion would be more practis d, and its. 

> A» {et 


BS Per. NI. 10, 13. 

Bur the Day of the Lord will come as-a 
" Thief in the Night, in the which the 
Heavens Hall paſs away with a great 
Noiſe, and the Elements ſpall melt 
with fervent Heat, the Earth alſo 
and the Works that are therein ſpall 
be burnt up. 


N evertheleſs we, ending to his Pro- 


miſe, look for neu Heavens and a 
new Earth, wherein dwelleth Righ- 


A SAO. 


| Werld never to apt away ; 
yere our Houſes and our 
Lande to continue for 


ever, 8 our ſelves in Poſſeſſion of 


them to all Ages; had no Changes 
| _ happened 


\ 2 
happened already to .induce us to be- 
lieve, that greater may follow in Hea- 
ven and Earth; was there no Fvi- 
dence that the State of this World is 


* 
mn 


l 

˖ 
ſuffeted to continue through the Good- 
neſs and Patience of the Son of God, ; 
that none may complaim of a want ; 
of Time for Repentance and Amend- ; 
ment; or in parting with our Bodies 
ar the Hour of Death, had we no : 
Hope of receiving them again, or of | 
living or acting in another State; the f 
Doctrines relating to a Judgment to i 
come, the Suddenneſs of it, and the f 
Changes following in Heaven and q 
"Earth, might be treated as the Fancies 
of the fearful and ſuperſtitious, or the 0 
Artifice of cunning and ambitious v 
Men, to awe the Simple, and ſecure 
their Obedience, by working on their f 
Fears. But the Life of Man being 1 
ſhort and uncertain, and the Earth A 
having ſuffered already from a Flood, Ly 


and Scripture aſſuring us (for I ſpeak I 
to thoſe who believe the Scripture) thar W 
a worſe Evil will again diſtreſs it, 
2 | when 


(3) 


when the World ſhall be burnt and 


purified by Fire; and the ſame Scrip- 
ture teaching us farther, that howſoe- 
ver Things may proceed at preſent in 
their wanted Courſe through the Pati- 
ence of Chriſt, yet the Time will 
come, and that on a ſudden, when 
the Son ſhall appear in the Terrors of 
Juſtice, and the Sweetneſs of Mercy, 
to puniſh the Wicked, and reward the 
Righteous, and deliver the Creature 
from the Effects of the Curſe, to which 
it is ſubjected by the Sin of Man; 
and Death being certain and near all 
Men, though Judgment is far ; and 
Judgment finding us according to the 
State of Virtue or Vice, of Mercy or 
Wrath in which we depart; it highly 
concerns us to conſider the Effects of 
the Coming of Chriſt, that being 
timely prepared by Faith and Obedi- 
ence, we may eſcape the Evils of the 
terrible Burning, mention'din the Text, 


and be Heirs of the Bleſſings of the 


World to come. In treating of the 
Text I ſhall conſider, | 


Þ 2 | Firſt, 


| C3 

Hrſt, The Extent and Cauſe, the 
End and Time of the general Burning, 
or Diſſolution of all Things, which 
is thus expreſſed in the Words of the 
Text, The Heavens ſhall paſs away with 
a great Noiſe, and the Elements ſpall 
melt with fervent Heat, the Earth alſo, 
and the Works that are therein ſhall be 
burnt up. 
. Secondly, The Extent and Cauſe, 
the End and Time of the Renovation 
following: Nevertheleſs we, according 
10 his Promiſe, look for new Heavens 
and a new Earth, wherein dwelleth 
Righteouſneſs . 

Firff, 1 ſhall conſider the Extent 
and Cauſc, the End and Time of the 
general Burning. The Extent of the 


Burning is to Heaven and Earth; for 


ſays the Apoſtle, The Heavens ſpall 
paſs away, the Elements ſhall melt, and 
the Earth be burnt up, The Heavens 
fall paſs away; that is, the firſt Symp- 


toms of Nature's expiring in this great 


Fever, is the Darkneſs of the Heavens: 
For as Light was the Beginning of the 
_ | Creation 


(5) 


Creation of the World, being the firſt 


Work of the firſt Day: So withdraw- 
ing the Light will forerun its Diſſolu- 


tion, or returning to Chaos. For 


according to St. John, The Sun Pall 
become black as Sackeloth of Hair, and 
the Moon become as Blood ; and the 
Stars of Heaven fall unto the Earth, 
even as a Tig-tree caſteth her untimely 
Figs, when ſhe is ſhaken of a mighty 
Wind, Which Scene of Horror is 
thus introduced, Lo, there was a great 
Earthquake, or rather, a great Shaking, 
that is, of Heaven' and Earth. For 
the Lights are ſet in the Firmament of 
Heaven, and when that ſhall vaniſh, 
they cannot bur ſuffer a notable Change. 
It ſhall periſh and be changed, fays 
the Pſalmiſt: It ſhall waniſh like 
Smoke, ſays the Prophet Iſaiah : And 
its Power ſhall be ſhaken, lays the Son 
of God. Which St. John repreſents 
after this Manner, The Heaven departed 
as a Soowl, when it is rolled together. 

The Curtain of Heaven will be 
firſt drawn back e er the Son will ap- 
2 pear 


pear as Judge of the World in Power 
and Glory, And the viſible Light, 
which the Scripture repreſents as the 
Garment of God, will firſt be put off, 
that the Sun of Righteouſneſs may riſe 


in the Eaſt, and foine unto the Weſt. 


For the Moon ſhall be confounded and 
the Sun be aſhamed at the glorious 
Preſence of the Son of God, as the 


Stars grow dim at the approaching 


Brightneſs of the riſing Sun. St. 
Peter tells us, that the Heavens bein 

on fire ſhall be diſſolved. By which it 
appears, that the Burning of the 
Heavens ſhall accompany or follow 
the great Concuſhon, as Shakgngs of 
the Earth are frequently followed with 
fiery Eruptions. 'An Idea of which 
you may probably form from the 
frightful * Appearance ſome Years ago 


obſerved in the Sky ; when Shouts of 4 


Light riſing to a Point from the ſeve- 
ral Parts of the viſible Horizon, pre- 
ſented to the Mind the terrifying Fi- 


® Theſe Appearances were about the Time of the Rebellion in : 


Scotland, in the Reign of King George the Firſt. 
gute 


. „ fa ans oe Ai af 


Plealure ; their populous Cities filled 


gure of an Arch of Fire compaſſing 
the Earth, and threatning Ruin to 
the Inhabirants of ir. The Apoſtle 
adds, that the Elements ſhall melt, that is, 
as watry Vapours falling from above 
in impetuous Showers,, met with the 
Water of the great Deep riſing from be- 
neath, and covered the Earth with a 


ſwelling Deluge in the Days of Noah; 


ſo fiery Meteors and burning Exhala- 
tions ſhot and diſcharged from the Re- 
gions of the Air, and ſtrengrhened 
with the Influence of the Jabouring 
Heavens, will deſcend on the Earth like 
the Brimſtone and Fire from God upon 
Sodom, and together with the central, 
or ſub erraneous Fires burſting from 
beneath, will lay waſte its Surface, 
and convert the whole into a glowing 


Monument of God's Indignation. For 


4 the Earth alſo, and all the Works that 


are therein ſhall be burnt up, that is, 
the Works of the Pride and Wanton- 
nels of Man, their lofty Buildings, 
curious Gardens, and Retirements of 


with 


with Oppreſſion, Riot, and Wealth; 
their Caſtles and Fortreſſes, the Marks 
of Servitude, and Supports of Vio- | 
lence; their pompous Navies, the 
Supply of Luxury; with other Effects 
of Vanity and Power, will all be con- | 
ſumed and vaniſh into Smoke in this ! 
dreadful burning. The Day of the 
Lord of Hoſts, ſays Iſaiah, ſhall be N 
v 
V 
t 


upon every high Tower, and upon every 
fenced Wall, and upon all the Ships of 
Tarſhiſh,, and upon all pleaſant Pictures. 
Secondly, The efficient Cauſe of this P 
great Diſſolution is the Power of God. © 
F ſaw, ſays St. John, à great white 
Throne, and him that ſat on it, from 
whoſe Face the Earth and the Heaven 
fled away, and there was found no Place 
for them. But the moral Cauſe is the 
Sin of Mankind. If we ſearch the 
Records of holy Scripture, it will | 
every where appear that Changes in 
the Elements from better to worſe are 
owing to Sin, as [I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhew from particular Inſtances. The 


Earth which abounded with wholſome 
Herbs 


6K | 
Herbs and delicious Fruits; the Sub- 
ſiſtence of Man, of Beaſts, and of 
Birds, was curſed. with Barren neſs for 
Adam's Tranſgreſſion, and ſhews its 
Fertility in bringing forth Thorns to 
encreaſe the Labour and Sorrow of 
Man. In proceſs of Time, when 
Wickedneſs encreaſed and ſpread with 
Poſterity, and the Meaſure of their Sin 
was equal to their Numbers, the Earth 
was over-flown with a Deluge of Wa- 
ters, to purge it from the Filth of a 
People immerſed in the Pleaſures of 
Senſe. And in after Ages, Droughts, 
Barrenneſs, Earthquakes, and Devaſta- 
tions were alike owing to the Wicked- 
neſs of Man, He rurneth a fruitful 
Land into Barrenneſs, lays the Pſalmiſt, 
for the Wickedneſs of them that dwell 
therein. And Iſaiah, the Earth ſpall 
reel to and fro like a Drunkard, and ſpall | 
be removed like a Cottage. And why ? 
The Tranſgreſſion thereof. ſhall be heavy 
upon it; and it ſball fall and not riſe 
again, 
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lf we paſs to the Waters, it will 
no leſs appear that Springs are dried 
up, Rivers fail, or are turned into 
Blood, and the Sea rages, to diſtreſs 
Sinners, and afflict them in a Way that 
points out their Sin. He turneth the 
Rivers into a Wilderneſs, ſays the Pſal- 
raft, and the Water-Springs into ary 
Ground, Thou art righteous, O Lord, 
ſays the Angel of the Waters, becauſe 
thou haff jutked thus, that is, in turn- 

ing into Blood the Ocean, the Rivers, 
and Fountains of. Waters, for they have 
fred the Blood of Saints, and Prophets; 
and thou haſt giden them Blood to drink, 
for they are worthy, If we look into 
the Air; Thunder, Lightning, Hail- 
ſtones, and Rain, in uncommon 
Neaſure, Form, and Degree; noxious 
Qualities ſpreading Infection whereſo- 
ever they go; and violent Tempeſts 
lifting up the Sea, and ravaging the 
Earth, are the Weapons and Inſtru- 
ments of God's Indignation, with 
which he reſtrains and puniſhes Sin, 
lake me up, lays Jonah, and caſt me 
RY forth 


(77) 
forth into the Sea ; ſo ſhall the Sea be 
calm unto jou: For I know that for my | 
ſake this great Tempeſt is upon you. And 
laſtly, if we aſcend to the Stars and 
Luminaries of Heaven, we find them 
at variance with the Wicked and Ini- 
penitent, or ſuffering Changes on Ac- 
count of their Sin. The Stars in their 
Courſes fought againſt Siſera, or ſhot 
down baneful and deſtructive Influen- 
ces. The Sun was darkened in a won- 
derful Manner at the noon Day, while 
the Son of God, the Light of the 
World, was dying on the Croſs. And 
its Heat will encreaſe by the Vial of 
Wrath to ſuch an Exceſs, as to ſcorch 
and torment the Bodies of Men, it 
was made to cheriſh. And it is not 
improbable that Job's Words, The Hea- 
dens are not clean in his fight, or the 
Stars are not pure in his fight, may be 
ſpoken of thoſe Bodies with relation 
to the Changes, which they ſuffer thro 
Sin; for Sin is repreſented as reaching 
unto Heaven. | | 


5 Tg Theſe 
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12 
Theſe are the Effects which are 
wrought in the World through the 
Wickedneſs of Man. For how can it 
be expected that the Fruits of the 
| Earth, the Bleſſing of God, ſhould 
ſpring in their Seaſons to ſupport a 
People living to themſelves, and nor 17 
uato God; and renewing their Wick- 
edneſs together with their Strength: 
How can it be expected that a calm, 
healthy, and temperate Air ſhould be 
breathed by thoſe, whoſe Paſſions are 
tempeſtuous, who ſerve the Prince of 
the Power of the Air, arid the Venom 
of whoſe Tongue is daily polluting it 
with Blaſphemies and Lies? Can the 
Lights of Heaven ſhine upon Men 
wich propitious Rays, whoſe Souls are 
over-caſt with the Darkneſs of Sin, 
and whom God vouchſafes not to cheer 
and retreſh with the Light of his Coun- 
tenance ? And if Sin be the Occaſion 
of all the Diſorders in Heaven and Earth | 
from. the Beginning of the World to 
the Age we live in, we may well in- 
fer that the greateſt of all, the Diſſo- 
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lation - of the World, will be alike 
owing to the ſame Evil. For ſays 
it God, A Fire is kindled in my Anger, 
he and ſball burn unto the loweſt Hell, aud 
1d ſpall conſume the Earth with her En- 


2 creaſe, and ſet on Fire the Foundation of 
ot the Mounlaius. 18 
k- TDiraly, The End of the Diſſolution 
12 or general Burning is to aboliſh the 
m, Memory of paſt Sin, by deſtroy- 
be ing the Works and Monuments of it. 
are | To take away from Sinners the Fewel 
of of their Luſts, and the Means of of- 
2M fending, the Goods of this Life. To 
it change the Scene of their wicked 
the Actions, where they have long gone 
en F on in Blaſphemy againſt God, and 
are their Inſults upon Men; and to puniſh 


in, the Wicked for the Sins they have ob- 
* Mtinately and habitually committed. 

Firſi, The End of the Diſſolution 
is to aboliſh the Memory of paſt Sin, 
by deſtroying the Works and Monu- 
ments of it. The Wickedneſs of 
Man frequently diſcovers it ſelf in 
laſting Effects; and Memorials remain 
ro 


| _ T7 aſh 
to this very Day of the Cruelty, Pride, 
| and groſs Superſtition of former Ages, 
; and People renowned for their Riches 

if and Power. The Surface of the 

5M Earth is ſcarred with the Effects of 
f 


military Rage. And the Nakedneſs of 
Countries formerly rich in the Product 
of their Soil, and Number of Inhabi- 
tants, and the Ruins of ancient and 
flouriſhing Cities, proclaim the Vio- 
lence and Ambition of the Powerful. 
In other Places, where Plenty and 
Power have a long Time flouriſhed, 
Cities begun in Induſtry and Juſtice, 
but encreaſed with the Gain of Avarice 
and Fraud, becomes the Seat of Luxury, 
Pride, and all Sorts of Wickedneſs. 
Edifices ariſe for effeminate Pleaſure, 
and ſplendid Seats to tranſmit to Poſ- 
terity the Names of Men, who attri- 
bate their Greatneſs to their own Pru- 
dence, Courage, and Foreſight. De- 
lightful Gardens, cool Grots, and re- 
freſning Streams, which alike proclaim 
the Labourer's Toil and the Artiſt's 
Skill, are. frequent Initances of the 
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Is Vanity of the Rich, and ſerve for Re- 
tirements to Wantonneſs and Sloth. 
To which may be added, the Diſor- 
hs ders in the Elements introduced by the 
af Curſe, the Puniſhment of Sin. All 
of which being Marks and Memorials of 
& Man's Diſobedience, an End will be 
put to this ruinous State and Condition 
1 of Things by the juſtice of God, 


when the Time of his Patience and 


y Forbearance is fulfilled, and the Righ- 
\4 |} reouſneſs of the Saints and their Num- 
d, ber is compleated. 

e, Secondly, The End of the Diſſolu- 
— tion is to take away from Sinners the 
ys Fewel of their Luſt, and the Means of 


5. | offending, the Goods of this Life. 

2 Experience teaches us that the Unjuſt 
will oppreſs ſo long as they have Power; 
that the Drunkards will revel, while 
the Vineyards are fruitful; and that 
the Riches of the Earth, the Waters, 
and the Air, will ever be the Spoil of 
the Glutton and Senſualiſt. If ſome 
are reclaimed by the Word of God, 
the Reproofs of Conſcience, and the 

| Counſel 


(16 ) 
Counſel of 2 Friend, by Loſſes in 
Fortune, bodily Sickneſs, or other 
Methods of divine Goodneſs, yet 
others go on ſo long as they have 
Power and Opportunity to Sin. If 
ſome are cut off, and removed from 
the - Comforts of this preſent Life, 
which they conſtantly abuſe to their 
own Shame, and the Diſhonour of 
God ; yet others ariſe and come in 
their ſtead, riot in the Pleaſures which 
corrupted their Anceſtors, and promiſe 
a Succeſſion of like Sinners in the 
next Age from the bad Example left 
to Poſterity. When Vice is propa- 
gated after this Manner, and revives 
in the Youth who riſe in the Place of 
their fading Anceſtors, when no Calls 
nor Forbearance of God can recover 
them from Sin, no Promiſes of great 


Happineſs divert their Purſuit after 


ſenlual Entertainments, the Objects 
they are fond of, and will not depart 
from, God will remove by his juſt 

udgmems, and leave them naked and 


deſtitute of Good. I will return, ſays 
| God, 


n 
God, and take away my Corn in the 
Time thereof, and my Wine in the Sea ſon 
thereof and will recover my Wool and 
my Flax given to cover her Nakedneſs, — 
and none hall deliver her out of my 
Hand. ö 

Thirdly, The End of the Diſſolu- 
tion is to change the Scene of the 
Wickedneſs of Men, where they have 
long gone on in their Blaſphemies 
againſt God, and their Inſults upon 
their Neighbour. The Myſtery of 
Iniquity, which began in this World, 
will here be compleated, and the Ac- 
tors of it receive their Reward. For we 
learn from the Methods of divine ju- 
ſtice, that Places ſufſer for the Wicked- 


2 neſs of the Inhabitants. Thus popu - 
2 lous Cities, the Scenes of Avarice, 


Fraud, and Uncleanneſs, have been 


4 turned inro Ruins by the Rage of 


Man, or immediate Vengeance of 
Almighry God, as Sodom and Gomorrha, 
Adma and Zeboim, whoſe Plains are 
Witneſſes to this very. Day of the 
Fire of his Wrath, which burnt up 

D | 1 
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a People already enflamed with unna- 
tural Luſt, And the ſad Fate which 
has happen d ſucceſſively to the Parts 
of rhe Earth, like a deadly Diſeaſe 
which cannot be cured, will at laſt 
prevail and ruin the whole. There 
will no Dens be left for the Robbers 
to lurk and obſerve in, no ſecret and 
retired Chambers for the Adulterers 
and Unclean, nor any Repoſitories for 
the Fruits of Unrighteouſneſs, and the 
Inſtruments of Sin. The Seat of the 
Scorner and the Throne of Violence 
will be both over-turned, and nothing 
remain bur a Place of Torment, where 
he who flies from the preſent Diſtieſs 
can have no Relief, but that which 
ariſes from the ſad Experience of Va- 
riety of Evil. As it was written, He 
Who fleeth from the Noiſe of the Fear, 
ſhall fall into the bit; and he that 
cometh up ont of the midſt of the Pit, 
forall be taken in the Snare: For the 
Windows from on high are open, and the 
Foundations of the Earth do pale. 
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Laſtly, The End of the Diſſolution 
is to puniſh the Wicked for their. paſt 
Sins. The Heavens and the Earth which 
are now, lays St. Peter, by the ſame 
Mord are "Rept in Store, reſerved unto 
Fire againſt the Nay of Judgment, and 
Perdition of ungodly Men. It has 
pleaſed God in diſpenſing puniſhments 
to correct Sinners ſometimes in the 
Place where the Sin was committed. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, ſays Elijah to Ahab, 


in the Place where, Dogs liczed the Blood 


of Naboth, ſpall Dogs lick thy Bload, 
even thine ; which was afterwards ful- 
filled in the Death of h's Son. And 
in the Prophet Jeremiah, Pecauſe they 
have forſaken me, faith the Lord, and 
have eflranged this Place, (that is, Jo. 
pPhbet) and have burnt Incenſe in it unto 


1 other Gods, Aud have filled this Place 


with the Blood of Innocents ; — Ihere- 


ore behold the Day is come, ſaith the 


Lord, that —— I will make void the 
Counſel of Judah and Jeruſalem in this 


Place, and I will cauſe them to fall ly 


the Sword | efore their I nemies. And 
ID 2 in 
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in like Manner Sinners ſhall be pu- E! 
niſned in the Earth they have corrupted. \ 
The Judge of the World ſhall raiſe be 
them from the Duſt, ro be Witneſſes ty 


of the Iſſue and Concluſion of Sin ar 
to experience Sorrows - than m 
thoſe they have created others; to feel ar 
the Want of the Corn, and the Wine, th 


and the Bleſſings of Nature they have th 
grolly abuſed ; and fully to learn, that 1 
the World is the Workmanſhip of 
Almighty God, ſubject to his Power, 
and changed at his. Will for a Curſe to 
the Wicked, and a Bleſſing to the Juſt; 
and not of Neceſſity, as they fooliſhly 
imagined, or by blind Chance. The 
wicked Prince may perhaps be tormen- 
ted in the very Territory where he has 
exerciſed Cruelty, and oppreſſed the 
People committed to his Care. And 
the Voluptuary puniſhed in his Gar- 
den of Delight, to the End that the 
Memory of paſt Joys may add to the 
Weight of his preſent Afflictions, and 
accumulated Evils may be felt there, 
where Pleaſures were crowded to give 
Enter- 


are mm 


Entertainment to every Senſe :- In 


ſhort, the Windows of Heaven will 
be open from above to diſcharge De- 
ſtruction on the Heads of Sinners, 
and the Earth from beneath will vo- 
mit out Streams of overflowing Fire 
and the Wicked ſhall be encloſed by 
the burning Elements, the Furnace 
they have heated with the Briars and 
Thorns of their former Iniquities.* - 

Fourthly, The Time of the Diſſo- 
lution is the Day of Judgment, or che 


ſecond Coming of the Son of God. 


For St. Peter ſays, The Day of the Lord 
will come as aThief in the Night, in the 
which the Heavens ſpall paſs away with 
4 great Noiſe, &c. The merciful Sa- 


2 viour bears with the Wicked, that none 


may complain that he wanted Time to 
repent and be ſaved. He continues 
ro bear, if they will not repent, till 
the Meaſure of their Sin be full and 
overflow ; till the Myſtery of Ini- 
quity, or Methods of Error be dif- 
covered and known, that God may 
be juſtified; and Sinners i ge ; 

at 
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that his Goodneſs may be acknow- 


ledged in forbidding Wickedneſs, and 
his Juſtice in the Puniſhments inflicted 


upon it. He bears with Sinners, till 


the Righteouſneſs of the juſt, and the 
Number of the Sufferers be finiſhed 
and compleat; till Virtue and Truth 


have attained to the Maturity of 


Beauty and Strength. When this is 
done, Chriſt will appear to reward the 
Righteous, and to puniſh the Wicked. 
He will then appear, not in Weaknefs, 
not with the humble and deſpiſed Ar- 
tendance of a few Fiſhermen, nor ſur- 
rounded with falſe and inſiduous Pha- 
riſees, but incircled with Saints, at- 
rended with Angels, and inveſted with 
Power and great Glory. He will then 
appear, not as a Lamb appointed ro 
be flain for the Sins of the World, 
but in Character of a Lion of the Tribe 
of Judah, to protect his Friends and 
devour his Enemies; with the Govern- 
ment on his Shoulder inſtead of the 
Croſs, and with his Arms ſtretched 


out not as a Sufferer, but to embrace 
the 


S 


the 1 and bring down the 
Wicked. 


He will then come, not to 
propole the Covenant of Grace, but 
ro make Enquiry how it has been ob- 
ſerved ; who have maintained or cor- 
rupted the Truth; who have confeſſed 
or denied him in publick ; whar Sin 
has been covered with the Cloke of Hy- 
pocriſy and Guile ; what committed 
without Signs of Shame in the Eyes of 
the World, and with no Remorſe in the 
Secret of the Soul. What avowed, 
defended, and applauded by profligate 
Sinners : And what Duties omitted or 
deſpiſed as Hindrances of the Happi- 
— of this preſent Life, and the 
Badges of a Krvile and degenerate 


Spirit. Becauſe the Cry of Sodom and 


Comorrah is great, ſays God, and be- 


cauſe their Sin is very grievous ; I will 
go down now, and ſee whether they have 
done altogether according to the Cry of 

it, which is come unto me. And in 
like Manner when the Cry of the Sins 
of the Inhabitants of the Earth ſhall 
reach unto Heaven, the Son of God, 


the 
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the Judge of the World, will deſcend 
ro-enquire, and utterly deſtroy it as he 
did Sodom. | * 

The Coming of the Lord to per- 
form this. grear and wonderful Werk 
will be ſudden and unexpected, like 
that of a Thief, who ſurprizes a care- 
leſs and ſecure Family in the Silence of 
the Night He will viſit the World 
in the Midnight of its Wickedneſs, 


when the Nations ſleep in the Darkneſs 


of Error, and the Shadow of Death, 
forgerful of God, and drunk with the 
Pleaſures of a ſenſual Converſation. 
He will then come, and awaken the 
World, as he did Fgypr, with the Ter- 
rors of his Judgments, and deliver his 


Church afflicted and diſtreſſed, by de- 


ſtroying the Oppreſſor. His Coming 
will be ſudden as the ſwift Lightning, 


not to the Righteous who watch and * 


pray, and are ever preparing themſelves 
by good Works; but to careleſs Sin- 
ners, fixed on the Pleaſures, Profits, 


and Honours of this preſent World ; 


who ſatisfied or amuſed with ſenſible 
Cood, 
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Good, have no Deſire to heavenly En- 
joyments; and who leading a Life 
vhich Conſcience condemns, caſt off 
the Thoughts of the Judge of the 
World, whole Coming is dreadful to 
unrepenting Sinners. | 
Since then Chriſt will appear when 
Sinners are ſecure ; ſince he comes as 
a Judge to condemn Sinners; ſince 
the Heavens will be diſſolved, and the 
Earth burnt, and the Wicked periſh in 
this general Ruin; how does it con- 
cern us to prepate for his Coming by 
Repentance and Faith? If Chriſt be 
our luce, let nothing remain that 
may make us afraid of his future Ap- 
pearance. If Heaven will be diſſolved 
and the Earth burnt, why ſhould we 
purſue: the Things of this World with 
Solicitude and Fear? To what Purpoſe 
ſnould we amaſs Riches, which are out 
of Proportion to the Comforts of 
Life 2 Build pompous and expenſive 
Seats, which we cannot fill, or bur 
ſeldom viſit 2 And multiply Lands, 
whoſe Cares encreaſe together with 
E iz their 
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their Fruits, but with this Difference, 


the Fruits for others, and the Cares for 
our ſelves > Why ſhould we wear 
out the few Days of a temporary Life 
in this fruitleſs Labour, which is little 
more than heaping up Fewel for the 
dreadful Fire of the laſt Day? And if 
this Change is the Effect of Sin and 
the Puniſhment of it, why do we defer 
to part with our Sins, which end in 
ſo certain and frightful a Ruin? Let 


none deceive himſelf that the Day of | 
the Lord is afar off, that Ages will go 


on in a long Succeſſion, as Ages are 
paſt, before his Appearance; but ra- 
ther conſider that tor ought he knows 
the Time may be ſhort; or ſhould it 
be otherwiſe, that Death is near though 
it ſeems to lag, and come in the Rear 
of Multitude of Days, or threeſcore 
and ten. And that Solomon tells us, 
Where the Tree falleth there it ſhall lie; 
or that he who deſcends a Sinner to 


the Grave, can have little Hope of | 


riſing a Saint. Le therefore, beloved, 
ſeeing ye know theſe Things before, be- 


Ware 
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ware left ye alſo being led away with 
the Error of the Micted, fall from your 
But grow m Grace, 
and in the Knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : To hin be Glory 
both now, and for ever. /men. 

| ſhall now proceed to the ſecond 
Article propoſed to be conſidered ; 
namely, the Extent and Cauſe, the 
End and Time of the Renovation 
following: Newertheleſs we, according 
to his Promiſe, look for new Heavens 
and a new Earth, wherein dwelleth 
Righteouſneſs. It cannot be ſuppoſed 
that this viſible World, which the Fire 
ſhall conſume, will always continue a 
deſolate Heap, or perpetual Monu- 
ment of God's Indignation. For how 


1 can we believe that the Goodneſs of 


God, which raiſed this beauteous Syſ- 
tem of Beings from the watry Chaos, 
will not reſtore it in the like Charac- 
ters of Wiſdom and Power, from the 
Rubbiſh and Diſhonour to which it is 
reduced by the Fire of his Wrath? If 
he raiſes the Bodies of deceaſed Saints, 

E 2 not- 
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notwithſtanding they are blended with 
common Duſt, fb Immortality and 
Glory: How can we believe, thar 
this viſible World, the Dwelling of 
Man, which his Sin has corrupted, ſhall 
not be reſtored thro* the Righteouſneſs 
of Man, to a new State of Perfection 
and Beauty ? Can we poſſibly think, 
that the Things which were made for 
the Pleaſure of God, and have no Will 
do reſiſt and offend him, will be ſuf- 
fered to continue in ſuch a Condition, 
as diſcovers the Marks of the higheſt 
Diſpleaſure? Or that Almighty God, 
whom none 'can' contend with in 
Counſel -and Might, will ſuffer the 
Devil to triumph over his Work, and 
ſuade Sinners that he is ſtronger to 


to preſerve or renew it? No, the hap- 
py State which all Things ſhall be pla- 
ced in by a ſecond Act of divine Good- 
neſs, will convince the Wicked and 
their proud Leader, that the Counſel 
of God cannot be fruſtrated ; that 
Oppolitign tends to illuſtrate his Power 

e T4 2 and 


deſtroy; than the- Author of Nature 


be burnt up 
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and Goodneſs the more, and to finiſh 
the Scheme which his Wiſdom has con- 


trived, with the greateſt Joy to the 
Creature renewed, and Tribute of 
Praiſe and Honour to himſelf. Since 
then Scripture aſſures us that all Things 
ſhall be reſtored, and Reaſons are ſug- 
geſted by the Mind of Man to ſecond 
Revelation; I ſhall enter upon the 
Particulars I promiſed to conſider. 
Firſt then, the Renovation of the 
World, which the Text ſpeaks of, is 
of equal Extent with the Ruin of it: 
That is, as the Heavens ſhall be diſſol- 
ved, the Elements melt, and the Earth 
So the Power of God 
will diſplay it ſelf again, in reformin 
and improving them with freſh 3 
ſions of Perfection and Beauty, which 
will never give Way to a ſecond 
Change. Whether God will proceed 
by the ſame Steps in renewing the 
World, as he did in creating it, none 
can determine without Revelation; 
but this we are ſure of, there will be 
new Heavens and a new Earth, The 
Moon 
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Moon that appeared. in the Likeneſs 


of Blood, will put en the Splendor 
of the Mid- day Sun; and the Sun that 
was black as Sack-cloth of Hair, will 
ſhed forth his Light with vigorous Rays 
of ſurprizing Brightneſs. As it is 
written, The Light of the Moon ſhall 
be as the Light as the Sun; and the Light 
of the Sun ſhall be ſeven Fold, as the 
Light of ſeven Days, in the Day that 
the Lord bindeth up the Breach of his 
People, and healeth the Stroke of their 
Wound, The Earth will pour forth its 
richeſt Stores from its inmoſt Boſom; 
and the Air inſpire Immortality and Joy 
into every Creature, the fitteſt Medium 
for the Mouths of Saints continually 


employed in ſinging the Praiſes of 1 
their great Creator. Every Thing wil! 


ſhare according to its Rank in the 


Bleſſings derived on redeemed Man. | 
As it 1s written, The Creature it ſelf | 


alſo ſpall be delivered from the Bondage 
of Corruption, into the glorious Liberty 
of the Chrildren of God That is, no- 
thing will be left of the noxious Qua- 
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lities of the old World, which Sin had 


corrupted. The Beams of the Sun 
will torment none with Exceſs of 


Heat, whoſe mild Influence ſuffers no 


Change from the Vial of Wrath; nor 
the pale Light of the Moon chill, 


where the Shadows of the Night can 
never ee nor ſucceed the Bright- 


neſs of eternal Day. The Terrors of 
Thunder will reprove none, whom 
God ſpeaks to in the ſtill Voice of 
Tenderneſs and Love; nor the Storm 
and Whirlwind harraſs the Earth, 
where Peace reigns, and adjuſts and 
compoſes the Paſſions of Men. And 


laſtly, the Pillars of the Earth will 


never be moved, the Hearts of whoſe 
Inhabitants are unchangeably fixed on 
the Rock of Ages. For it is realona- 
ble to believe that the new Heavens and 
the new Earth will be every Way per- 
fect in Proportion to the Dignity and 
Glory of Man, its appointed Inhabi- 
tant. wy | 
Secondly, The Cauſe of the Reno- 
vation of the Heaven and the Earth, 

iS 


MET 


is the Son of God, and that in Reſpect, 


Firff, Of his Merit. 

| Secondly, Of his Powers | 
Hrſt, The Son of God is the meri- 
torious Cauſe of the Reſtitution of all 
Things, that is, all Things ſhall be 
reſtored by the Power of God, for 
the ſake of the Righteouſneſs of the 
ſecond Adam, as all Things were 
curſed, and conſequently 4 by 
the Sin of the Firſf, For it cannot 
be ſuppoſed, that the Sin of the 
one ſhould prevail more to provoke 
the Juſtice of Almighty God, than 
the Righteouſneſs of the other to 
move his Compaſſion. And if God 
created the Heaven and the Earth, a 


World of Perfection, Beauty, and De- 
light, and furniſhed it with Variety of 
natural Good for the Happineſs of 


Man, who had no Being till every 
Thing was prepared to teceive and 
entertain him, and in Conſequence of 
it had merited nothing at the Hand of 
God: How can we conceive, that a 
new World will not be framed by the 

| {ame 
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fame Power, and will be ſtored and 
enriched with the greateſt Bleſſings 
which the Nature of Man is capable of 
enjoying, for the Son of his Love, 
who fulfilled Righteouſneſs in a ſtri ct 
Obſervance of the Duties of the Law ? 
If we take a View of Events paſt, or 
of Changes to come, as recorded and 
foretold in the ſacred Writings, it will 
evidently appear that natural Bleſſings 
are nee. the Reward of national 
Rig 1tcouſnels. If ye wall in my Sa- 
tutes, lays God, and keep my Command- 
ments, and do them : Then I will give 


you Rain in due Seaſon, and the Land 
Hall yield her Encreaſe, and the Trees of 


the Field ſhall yield their Fruit, and your 
threſhing ſhall reach unto the Vintage, 
and the Vintage ſhall reach unto the ſow- 
ing Time : And ye ſhall eat your Bread to 
the full, and dwell in your Land ſafely. 
And we do not Fa + 

of Heaven, the Riches of the Earth, 
kind Seaſons, and domeſtick Proſperity 
were wanting to the Jews, while their 


Righteouſneſs: was greater to bring 


down 


, that the Dews - 
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down a Bleſling, than their Sin to 
* it. Nay, the Faith of One 

s prevailed with God to remove the 
Defects introduced by Sin into natu- 
ral Bodies. For Elijah prayed, And 
the Heaven that was as Iron poured down 
Rain, and the Earth which was as Braſs 
gave forth her Fruit, as he ſaid to Ahab; 
As the Lord God of Iſrael liveth before 
whom I ſtand, there ſhall not be Dew nor 


Rain theſe Tears, but according to my | 


God, The Power of the Keys was 
committed ro his Hand in a natural 
Senſe, to ſhut Heaven and open it 
again for the Reproof, Conviction, 
and Puniſhment of Sinners. In like 
manner the barren Ground which Je- 
r:cho ſtood in, was made fruitful by 


another —_ healing -the Springs ? 
the Soil. If we loox 
forwards, and conſider the Changes 


that watere 


and Revolutions to come, the Perfec- 


tion of the Church in the Fulneſs of | 


the Gentiles, and the Converſion of 
the Jews, will be followed with Im- 
provements in the State of Nature. 
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Te all go out with Joy, lays the Pro- 
phet, and be led forth with Peace; the 
Mountains and the Hills fall break forth 
before you into ſinging, and all the Trees 
of the Field ſhall clap their Hands. 
Inſtead of the Thorn ſhall come up the 
Tir Tree, and inflead of the Briar foall 
come up the Myrtle Tree, If then viſi- 
ble Things will receive ſuch Improve- 
ments on Account of the Church, if 
the Bleſſings of Nature were diſpenſed 
to the Jews in Proportion to their 
Righteouſneſs in obſerving the Law, 
Ks Prophets could prevail with 
Almighty God to renew the Bleſſing 
which Heaven and Earth were deprived 
of through Sin ; if the Righteouſneſs 
of Man could prove an Occaſion of 
reviving the World in the Manner ! 
have mentioned, notwithſtanding it 
mult periſh in the general Burning of 
the laſt Day; whar Perfection will it 
not recover, what Improvements will 
it not receive through the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, when the Church ſhall be 
united in one pure and undefiled Body 
F 2 to 
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to the Lord ics Head, und become 


the Obiect, together with Chriſt, of 
the Riches of the Goodneſs, and Bounty 

Secondly, The Son of God is, to- 
gether with the Father, the efficient 
Cauſe of the new Heaven and the new 
Earth; for it is reaſonable to believe 
that the World will be renewed by the 
ſame Power which created it at firſt. 
wb have pur my Words in thy Mouth, and 
have covered thee in the Shadow of my 
Hand, lays the Father to the Son, 0 
Plant the Heavens, and lay the Founda- 
tion of the Earth. The Miracles he 
wrought in ſtilling the Winds and 
calming the Sea, ſhewed his Dominion 
both in Heaven and Earth, and the 


Cures he performed on the Bodies f 
Men, as healing the Sick, giving Feet 


to the Lame, and Eyes to the Blind, 
and raiſing the Dead, are undoubted 
Proofs that no Decay can reduce the 
World to ſuch a Condition, that it 
cannot be renewed by the Power of 
Chriſt. For what can be impoſlible 

to 


37 


to the Son of God, the Reſurreflion 


and the Life Or what Creature can- 
not be reſtored by the Power of him, 
who will raiſe Man the moſt perfect 


of all at the laſt Day? 


Thirdly, The End of the Renova- 
tion of Heaven and Earth is, 

Firſt, That the Goodneſs, Wiſdom, 
and Power of God may be better diſ- 
cerned in his new Works than they 
were in the Old. The Works of 
God are a kind of Mirrour that reflects 
his Perfections; which if fullied thio 
Sin, conveys but a faint and imperfect 
Idea of his Power and Godhead. 
Hence it has come to paſs, that Men 
unacquainted with the Riſe, Progrels, ' 
and Conſequences of Sin, obſerving, 
the Defects aud Diſorders in the World, 
and inferring well that they could not 
proceed from a wiſe, good, and all- 
powerful Being, have denied his Efh- 
ciency in producing the World, and 
have rather aſſigned it to blind Chance, 
an evil God, or ſome other weak and 
inſufficient Cauſe. But when all 
Things 
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Things ſhall be renewed, and appea 
in che Brighrneſ of unſullied — 
with their, Complement of Perfections, 
it is then that the Oreatneſs and Good- 
neſs of God will ſhine in his Works; 
every Thing will ſtrike and conduct 
the Eye to the Author of it: the 
Characters of his Godhead will be 
= engraven in every Object, and 
nothing unworthy of ſo perfect a 
Cauſe will give an Occaſion to queſ- 
tion the Truth of his making the 
whole. . 

Secondly, The End of the Reno- 
vation of Heaven and Earth is, that 
; Righteouſneſs may reign in the new 
Frame and Syſtem of Beings, which 
had little Reſpect and Intereſt in the 
firſt. The Apoſtle expreſſes it in the 
following Words, Nevertheleſs we, ac- 
cording to his Promiſe, look for new 
Heavens and a new Earth, wherein 
. © drwelleth Righteouſmeſs. The preſent 
World, through the Wickednels of 
Man, and the Malice 'of Satan, is the 


Theatre of Sin, and a conſtant Pro- 
vocation 
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vocation of the Anger and Juſtice of 
Almighty God. The Weakneſs of 
the Fleſh, the Myſtery of Iniquity, and 
the Wrath of God have been partly 
diſplayed, and will fully be diſcovered 
in this Field of Battle between Light 
and Darkneſs, Heaven and Hell. Idols 
have been ſer up in the Place of God, 
and honoured with the Tribute of 
Prayer and Thankſgiving, which is 
only due to infinite Power and infi- 
nite Goodneſs. Evil Concupiſcence 
has been more complied with than the 
Dictates of Truth, the Love of God, 
and Obligations to Charity, And 
Authority and Power conferred upon 
ſome for the Benefit of the whole, 
have been chiefly employea by cruel, 
faichleſs, and ambitious Men, in Acts 
of Oppreſſion, and building their 
Greatneſs on the Induſtry of others. 
And to ſum up all, the reigning City, 
or prevailing State of the Govern- 
ments of the World, is deſcribed in 
the Figure of Babylon the Great, the 
Mother of Harlots, and Abominations of 
the 


Houmility 3 his Juſtice revered ; - his 


ture will no longer be Matter of Con- 
tradiction and Strife, but confeſſed in 


the Earth. But the Caſe will be other · 
wile in the new Heaven, and the ntw 
Earth, which will pour down Righte- 
ouſneſs and bring forth Truth. The 
Spirit of God, which animates the 
Saints as the Soul the Body, will unite 
them together under Chriſt their Head 
inthe ſame Knowledge of divine Truth, 
in the ſame Love and Obedience to 
God, in the ſame Affection one to- 
wards another, and in the ſame En- 
deavours to preſerve and promote the 
Happineſs of the Aſſembly which each 
is a part of. The Being of God, 
his Perfection, and Authority will be 
fully acknowledged; his Laws obeyed 
with Diligence and Cheerfulneſs; his 
Myſteries underſtood, or received with 


Gcodneſs admired; and himſelf wor- 
ſhipped in Spirit and Truth. The | 
CEconomy of the Word in a Body of 
Fleſh, the Series of Wondets enſuing 
thereupon, and the Dignity of his Na- 


a 
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her- 4 Manner becoming thoſe, who enjoy 
new i the Redemption obtained by his Blood. 
hie- And himſelf will be joined with the 
The Father and Spirit, in the Worſhip and 
the Praiſes of Angels and Men. Religion 
i will be pure, and and without the 
Mixture of Hypoctily and Deccit, 
Virtue without Prefumption, Love 
without Diſſimulation, Honour with- 
out Pride, Power without Oppreſſion, 
and Knowledge withour Conceir. 
No one's Abundance will create Envy 
where every one is full. No one's 
Diſtinction, where every one is ſatis- 
fied with his own Lot. The Modeſty 
of all will render it agreeable to prefer 
each in Honour to himſelf. And Sel- 
fiſhneſs will be loſt in the Spirit of 
Love, which is publick, diſintereſted, 
and directs the Actions of every part 
to the Good of the whole. 

Thirdly, The End of the Renova- 
tion of Heaven and Earth is, that the 
Righteous may be comforted, and re- 
on- ceive a Reward for the Troubles they 


in have ſuffered, and the Good they have 
a G done 


* 
done in this preſent Life. According 
to Scripture the Righteous are Strangers 
and Pilgrims in the World. The 
Manners, Language, and Proſpects of 


Men are different from theirs. The 
God, they worſhip, is not the Prince 

the Power of the Air; nor the City, 
they ſeek, Babylon the Great, jrhe Seat 
of Pride, Confuſion, and Injuſtice. 
For which Reaſon they are little regard- 
ed by worldly minded Men, as unfit 
Inſtruments for the Purpoſes of Life; 
who for want of complying with the 
ſecret Maxims which the World ſteers 
by, whatſoever ſhew it may outwardly | 
make of Juſtice and Truth; and who 
fixing their Thoughts on a future 
State inſtead of the preſent, are unqua- 


lined thereby to ſupport the Grandeur in 


and Intereſt of Government, and 
bear the Honours and Rewards of Me- 
tit. Nay, it is well for them if they 
eſcape fo, and are not repreſented in 
the black Character of Enemies to the 
State, which was Haman's Artifice to 
deſtroy the Jews, who addreſſed him- 
ſelf thus to his abuſed Maſter, There 


is 
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z is a certain People ſcatter d abroad, and 
7 diſperſed among the People in all the 
e | Provinces of thy Kingdom, and their 
f Laws are diverſe from all People, nei- 
e ther keep they the King's Laws ; there- 
ce fore it is not for the King's Profit to 
7 ſuffer them. If it pleaſe the King, let 
at it be uritten that they may be deſtroyed. 
But howſoever they may fare in this 
preſent Life, the World to come is al- 
lotted to the Righteous, who will not 
be Pilgrims bur Inheriters of it; to 
the righteous and deſpiſed, who have 
walked by Faith ina ſenſual Generation, 
been juſt with the fraudulent, tempe- 
rate and modeſt in Affluence and Riches, 
pure and unſullied in the midſt of 
Lemptations, and conſtant and true 
in Times of Defection. Who have 
fed the Hungry, comforted the Afflic- 
ted, and honoured Virtue in Poverty 
and Diſtreſs, and will therefore be jul- 
E tified by the Son of God with ſuitable 
Returns for their Confidence and Hope. 
The Countenance of theſe, whom the 
World treated as Madmen or Fools, 
will ſhine like the Sun with the Bright- 
is G 2 | nels 
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neſs of Wiſdom ; and their Hands be 
ſtrengthned with the Rod of Power, 
whom the Proud cruſhed as weak and 
contemptible. The Sheep-skins and 
Goat-skins which covered their Nacked- 
neſs, and the Dens and Caves which 
received them in their Diſtreſs, will be 
rurned into Garments of Beauty and 
Joy, and everlaſting Manſions of Plea- 
ſure and Peace. The bleſſed Angels 
which aſſiſted them in their Troubles 
as miniſtring Spirits and concealed 
Friends, will converſe with then now 
without any Reſerve, 'as Companions 
in their Joy; and will join in Praiſes 
to Almighty God for the happy Ifiue 


of their Care and Fidelity. And the 


Spirit of God by preſenting to their 
Mind the beautiful Viciſſitudes of! 
Juſtice and Pity, mutually contending | 
in paſt Ages to puniſh or forgive the 
Inhabitants of the Earth, will enlarge 
their Souls with a vaſt Proſpect of the | 
Depths of the Wiſdom and Goodnels 
of God, that will prove an Occaſion 
of encreaſe of Joy, and of repeated 
Praiſes 
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Praiſes to Almighty God for their ſafe 
Paſlage to the Regions of Bliſs, thro 
ſuch various Scenes of Tryal and Dan- 
ger. The Bleſlings of this State may 
partly be conceived by conſidering the 


Sortows and Evils of the preſent. 


For if bodily Pains may prove ſo ex- 
ceſſive as to drive the Patient into Fits 
of Deſtraction, what Extaſies of di- 
vine Joy will not be raiſed from Im- 
preſſions of Pleaſure on glorified Bo- 
dies? If Contempt from their Bre. 
thren juſtly deſer ed becomes inſup- 
ortable, and compels many for pre- 
ſent Relief to deprive themſelves of 
Life and Society together, what will 
be the Pleaſure e Sou lwill ex- 
erience from Honours received in the 
Aſſembly of the Bleſſed? And if 
Loſs of Fortune fills us with Anxiety, 
and the Senſe of the Inſtability of hu- 
man Affaits mixes our Enjoyments 
with the Fear of Changes, how will 
the Happineſs of the Saints in Light 
be perfect and conſummate, who a- 


bound with the Riches of divine 
Good- 


\ Goodneſs, and have this added to their 
other Felicity, that the Comforts 
they enjoy will ever be the ſame, or 
ſuffer no Change bur that of Improve- 
ment? be 
Fourthly and Lafily, The End of 
the Renovation of Heaven an Earth is, 
that God may rejoice and reſt in his 
Works. The viſible World is the 
Temple of God, which no ſooner 
- was made, than he ſhewed his Delight 
in the Work of his Hands by pro- 
nouncing it Good. But this pure State 
being ſoon corrupted by Man's Diſo- 


bedience, the Symbols of his Preſence . 


began to withdraw, and the World 
was expoſed to a long Train of mul- 
tiform Evils, that in Proceſs of Time 
will utterly diſſolve it. Since this fatal 
and unhappy Divorce, the World is 
in Bondage to a new Lord, whom the 
Scripture ſtyles the God of this World, 
an impotent Being empty of Good, 
whole beſt Returns for the Honours he 
receives are Diſappointment and Sor- 
row in the higheſt Degree. But the 
| | Myſtery 
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Myſtery of Iniquity being once finiſh- 


ed, the Caſe will be otherwiſe in the 
new Heaven and the new Earth, which 


Righteouſneſs dwells in. The Glory 


of God will return to his Work, which 


is perfect in Goodneſs, and cannot be 
defiled with a ſecond Offence. Thar 
is, as the Tabernacle and Temple 
finiſhed and prepared for the Service of 
God, were both over-ſhadowed with 
the Symbol of his Preſence : So God's 
Delight in his new Works, will be 
publickly declared by his viſible Pre- 
ſence ſhining through the. whole, and 
dwelling with his Church for ever and 
ever. This glorious State is. deſcribed 
thus in Figures adapted to our preſent 
Conceptions, Behold, the Tabernacle of 
God is with Men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they ſhall be his People, and 
God himſelf ſhall be with them, and be 
their God, And God ſhall wipe away all 
Tears from their Eyes; and there fhall 
be no more Death, neither Sorrow, nor 
Crying, neither ſhall there be any more 
Pain: For the former Things are paſſed 

ar ay. 
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away. And again, There ſhall be no 
mote Curſe ': But the Throne of God and 
of the Lamb ſhall be in it; and his Ser- 
"want ſhall ſerve him. And there ſhall 
ze no Nigbt there, and they need no 
Candle, neither Light of the Sun : And 
they ſhall reign for ever and ever. For 


i! all the Evils we can poſſibly ſuffer, 


principally ariſe from the want of the 
Favour of Almighty God, or from the 
Power of his Wrath, how will the 
Pleaſure of Life be compleat, and with 
what Joys will the Soul ſwell, when 


3 the Light of his Countenarce ſhines on 


the Church with perpetual Smiles, and 
it is cheriſhed and embraced in the 
Arms of his Love! | 
The laſt Particular, I ſhall now 
ſpeak to, is the Time of the Renova- 
tion of Heaven and Earth. It cannot 
be expected that the new ſhould appear 
till the old vaniſh. It will fare with 
the World as it does with Man, the 
Body mult periſh before it can riſe, and 
the World be diflolved before it can 
appear in the new Dreſs of Immorta- 
lity 


wich he Sword will put off 


C and Glory. of yl lays E 145 N 
42 pe Heaven and a new Earth for 


| 7 frf Heaven and the ff Barth: were 


paſſed away, and there Was no more Sea. 


This is the End of the Economy of 


Chriſt in the Nature of Man, to 1 


all Things to a fixed State of Perfeo- 
tion and Glory; which cannot be 


attained to, till his Triumphs are 


compleated i in the Conqueſt of Death 
the laſt Enemy. But Death being 
deſtroyed by the Power of God 
N raiſceh up the Dead, and the 
Earth with the Wicked conſigned to the 
Fury of devouring Fire, a new World 
will ariſe for the Reſt and Habitation 
of the Juſt, where their palt Sorrows 
will be no more felt, than the Plea- 
ſures of the Wicked in their Place of 
Torment. For the Period of judg- 


ment being now finiſhed, the Seaſon | 
of Love will immediately commence, 

and the Son of God like a great Con- 
queror, who has nothing to do but 


to enjoy the Peace he has re 
is Veſture 
H dipt 
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Blood, his Garments of — 
5 ance, ü c of Zeal, and con- 

verſe with his Church in dhe pleaſi 
|  Drels. of Mecknels and Love; bot 
receiving the Honours, of a oratefal 
People, whoſe Hearts overflow with a 
Senſe pf the Wonders he has done for 
them, . filling their Souls again 
in return with the ſweet Variety of 
divine Good, the Treaſures opened to 
his great Merit, which no K 

dean ever exhault. by | 


"Bur here f ma top, ring lol bolt: in 


a a State, whoſe Exceſs of Light 
out the Eyes of our weak Minds, = 


whole Exceſs of Good inebriating the 


Soul ſurpaſſes Expreſſion, , and renders 
the Tongue of him who.atrempts. to 
deſcribe his Happineſs, like the Tongue 
of a Man aſtoniſhed ,, with Wine. 
All chat I can do, having thus con- 

ducted you to this Proſpect of Bliſs, 
is earneſlly to wilh, and ſeriouſiy to 
entreat you ſo to demean your ſelves 
in Lg Life of ; Tepubles chat your 
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"Liboors being 4 you may wſt © 
for ever with the Son of God, in the 
World of e 7 z, the Land, oP, 
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